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FINAL NOTICE
ISSUED UNDER

SECTION 50 OF THE COMMERCIAL LICENSING REGULATIONS 2015

To: Aquarius Global Limited
Address: 3421, 34 Al Magam Tower
Abu Dhabi Global Market Square
Al Maryah Island, Abu Dhabi
United Arab Emirates

Date: 8 December 2021

1. ACTION

11 This Final Notice (“Notice”) is issued under section 50 of the Commercial Licensing Regulations
2015 (“Regulations”).

1.2 For the reasons given in this Notice, the Registrar (the “Registrar” or “RA”) of Abu Dhabi Global
Market (“ADGM”) has decided to impose a financial penalty of USD 8,000 on Aquarius Global
Limited, (“Aquarius”), ADGM licence #000001351, a private company limited by shares and
duly incorporated and validly existing under the laws of Abu Dhabi Global Market, whose
registered office is at 3421, 34, Al Magam Tower, Abu Dhabi Global Market Square, Al Maryah
Island, Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

2. DEFINED TERMS AND RELEVANT REGULATIONS

2.1 Defined terms are identified in the Notice in parentheses, using the capitalisation of the initial
letter of a word or of each word in a phrase, and are either defined in the Regulations, or in
the body of this Notice at the first instance the term is used. Unless the context otherwise
requires, where capitalisation of the initial word is not used, an expression has its natural
meaning.

2.2 Annexure A sets out extracts from the Regulations and guidance relevant to this Final Notice.

Complete copies of the Regulations are accessible on the Abu Dhabi Global Market website
www.adgm.com/legal-framework/rules-and-regulations.




SUMMARY OF REASONS

31 Atthe time of the contravention, Aquarius was an ADGM private company limited by shares
licenced to conduct business activity 7018 “Activities of holding companies”. This activity is
described as follows:

This includes the activities of holdings companies, i.e. units that hold the
assets (owning controlling-levels of equity) of a group of subsidiary
corporations and whose principal activity is owning the group. The holding
companies in this class do not provide any other service to the businesses
in which the equity is held, i.e. they do not administer or manage other
units.

3.2 The Registrar became aware that Aquarius directly entered into a substantial contract to
provide personal protective equipment to a third party.

3.3 The Registrar considers that, by conducting this business activity, Aquarius exceeded the
scope of its licence, or purported to do so, contravening section 4 of the Regulations.

34 Accordingly, the Registrar has decided to impose a financial penalty on Aquarius.

4, FACTS AND MATTERS RELIED UPON

Background

41 Aquarius was incorporated in ADGM on 22 May 2018. It received licence #000001351
allowing it to conduct the passive business activities as set out in paragraph 3.1.

4.2

Aquarius’ registered office address, as recorded on the ADGM public register, is:

3421, 34, Al Magam Tower

Abu Dhabi Global Market Square
Al Maryah Island, Abu Dhabi
United Arab Emirates

Registrar’s Concerns

4.3

4.4

4.5

4.6

On 24 June 2021, the Registrar wrote to Aquarius' legal counsel regarding a recent public
judgment (the “Judgment”) of lustice Stone of the ADGM Court of First Instance, Commercial
and Civil Division (the “Court”) in the matter between AEFO Technical Services LLC (as
Claimant) and Aquarius (as Defendant).

The Judgment included the description of a commercial dispute between these parties

surrounding an agreement to supply of N95 3M 1860 protective masks entered into by
Aquarius.

Following a meeting between Aquarius’ legal counsel and the Section Head of Enforcement
for the RA, Aquarius agreed to voluntarily provide materials requested by the RA, including
those provided by Aquarius to the Court.

Further, a balance sheet filed by Aquarius with the RA for the year ended 2020 indicated that
Aquarius was conducting business activities beyond the scope of its ADGM commercial
licence.



4.7

4.8

4.9

4.10

5.1

5.2

6.

The Registrar’s concerns involved possible contraventions of section 4 of the Regulations —
Licensed persons exceeding the scope of licence.

Aquarius' legal counsel responded to the Registrar’s letter on 6 July 2021 and noted that
Aquarius had applied in May 2021 to add certain activities to its licensed activities and has
had constructive discussions with the RA regarding what are appropriate licensing
amendments to make to cover its proposed business activities.

Throughout July and August of 2021, counsel to Aquarius and the Registrar pursued good
faith efforts to reach a settlement of this matter.

Aquarius acknowledges that it engaged in business activity in 2020 in or from ADGM outside
of the scope of its ADGM commercial licence at the time.

CONTRAVENTIONS

Based on the facts and matters noted above, the Registrar considers that Aquarius
contravened section 4 of the Regulations, which states that:

(1) If a licensed person carries on a controlled activity in the Abu Dhabi Global Market,
or purports to do so, otherwise than in accordance with a licence given to that person
under these Regulations he commits a contravention of these Regulations and shall be
liable to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard fines scale.

(2) In proceedings in respect of a contravention under subsection (1), it is a defence for
the person accused of the contravention to show that he took all reasonable
precautions and exercised all due diligence to avoid committing the contravention.

The Registrar considers that Aquarius purported to carry on a controlled activity in ADGM
otherwise than in accordance with the licence given to Aquarius under the Regulations.

SANCTION

Financial Penalty

6.1

In reaching its decision to impose a financial penalty, the Registrar has taken into account
the factors and considerations in the RA’s Decision Procedures and Enforcement Manual
(the “Manual”).

Determination to impose a financial penalty

6.2

6.3

With reference to paragraph 4.7 of the Manual, the Registrar considers the following factors
to be of relevance in deciding to impose a financial penalty against Aquarius:

a. To promote compliance with the Regulations and achieve the RA’s objectives by:
i.  Penalising persons who have committed contraventions; and
ii. Deterring persons that have committed or may commit similar contraventions.

The Registrar has decided to impose a financial penalty, given the serioushess of the
contravention and the circumstances.



Determination of the level of financial penalty

6.4 With reference to paragraph 4.8 of the Manual, the Registrar has taken into account the
factors and considerations for determining the appropriate level of the financial penalty that
it has decided to impose, which are set out as follows.

The seriousness of the contravention

6.5 The Registrar considers that the contravention is serious because Aquarius acting outside its
licensed activities adversely effects the integrity and reputation of ADGM.

6.6 Further, the activities of Aquarius are the responsibility of its majority shareholder and sole

director, |

Deliberate or reckless

6.7 The Registrar considers that the operational business activities, of substantial commercial
value, undertaken by Aquarius at the direction of-were outside of the scope of its
ADGM commercial licence. Ata minimum, these actions were clearly reckless given the very
limited scope of this licence.

6.8 Given the position of [N in Aquarius, it was [llsole responsibility to ensure Aquarius’
compliance with the Regulations.

Whether the person is an individual
6.9 This factor was not considered to be relevant.

Effect on third parties

6.10 This factor was not considered to be relevant.
Deterrence
6.11 Deterrence is one of the main purposes of taking enforcement action. That is, deterring

persons who have committed contraventions from committing further contraventions, and
deterring others from committing similar contraventions.

6.12 The penalty imposed must deter Aquarius and others from carrying on controlied activities,
or purporting to being licensed to conduct certain controlled activities, in or from the ADGM
when in fact they do not have the appropriate licence. Further, ADGM companies must pay
all the fees associated with this licence.

Financial Gain or Loss Avoided
6.13 This factor was not considered to be relevant.
Subsequent Conduct and Settlement

6.14 The Registrar takes into account the endeavours by Aquarius to remediate any issues in their
licensing and that Aquarius has cooperated constructively and promptly with the Registrar
and engaged experienced counsel to assist them in this matter.

6.15 This mitigating conduct includes Aquarius' legal counsel entering into settlement discussions
with the Registrar almost immediately after being contacted by the Enforcement Section of



6.16

the RA. Further, Aquarius has waived certain procedural protections in order to reach a
timely issuance of the Notice and resolution of this matter by way of settlement.

The Registrar has considered these mitigating factors in deciding a fine less than level 5 on
the standard fines scale.

Disciplinary record and compliance history

6.17

At the time of the contravention, the Registrar had not issued any other notices in relation
to Aquarius.

Maximum Penalty and Mitigating Factors

6.18

6.19

7.1

7.2

Signed;

Pursuant to section 4 of the Regulations, a person who commits the contravention shall be
liable to a fine not exceeding level 5 on the standard fines scale. Level 5 on the standard fines
scale equals USD 15,000.

Taking this and the preceding factors into account, the Registrar considers that a financial
penalty of USD 8,000 appropriately reflects the seriousness of the contravention and takes
into account the mitigating factors (i.e. early cooperation with the Registrar). Absent these
mitigating factors, the fine would have been higher.

PUBLICITY

The Registrar may publish the details about the matter at his discretion in accordance with
section 51 of the Regulations.

The Registrar proposes to only publish on its website this Final Notice (not including
Annexure A),

Tarek Kardahiji

Senior Manager, Office of the CEQ, RA
Delegate of the Registrar

Registration Authority

Abu Dhabi Global Market

Date: ¥ /\2Z[2e2|\



