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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
DUBAI COURTS
AND
ABU DHABI GLOBAL MARKET COURTS

CONCERNING THE RECIPROCAL ENFORCEMENT OF
JUDGMENTS

INTRODUCTION

Dubai Courts and Abu Dhabi Global Market Courts
(“ADGM Courts”) (both the “Courts”) form part of the
judicial system of the United Arab Emirates (“UAE”} and
acknowledge their role in and responsibility for the
administration of justice within the UAE. The Courts
share the common objective of developing and
maintaining the highest standards of judicial services by
delivering timely, impartial and transparent justice to
litigants and court users in the UAE. In order to achieve
this common objective, the Courts understand the
importance of fostering a relationship of cooperation
between them in legal and judicial matters, specifically
in respect to the development of a reciprocal
enforcement regime that contributes to judicial
efficiency in the UAE.

PURPOSE OF THE MEMORANDUM

1. The Courts wish to enter into this MoU so that they
can formalise the agreed procedures for the
reciprocal enforcement of their judgments,
decision and orders, and arbitral awards ratified or
recognised by them, without re-examining the
substance of the dispute on which they have been
issued.

2. The requirements and procedures set out in this
MoU are intended to encourage litigants to seek
enforcement from the court in whose jurisdiction
the subject of enforcement is situated.

3. The Courts believe that the requirements and
procedures set out in this MoU will provide litigants
with the clarity and guidance they need regarding
the enforcement of judgments in the judicial
system of the UAE.
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DEFINITIONS

4.

In this MoU:
(a) “judgment” includes:

(i) all final judgments, judgments for
expedited enforcement, decisions and
orders made by Dubai Courts or ADGM
Courts respectively;

(ii) arbitral awards ratified or recognised by
Dubai Courts or ADGM Courts
respectively. A ratified or recognised
arbitral award by Dubai Courts or
ADGM Courts has the same force as a
judgment of either of the Courts and
therefore does not require any further
ratification or recognition by the other
court; and

(iii) memoranda of composition' certified
by Dubai Courts or ADGM Courts
respectively, and any other paper thatis
defined as a judgment or executory
instrument by law;

(b} “judgment creditor” means a party in whose
favour a judgment has been made and is
seeking to have it enforced either by Dubai
Courts or ADGM Courts; and

(c) “judgment debtor” means a party against
whom a judgment is sought to be enforced.

ENFORCEMENT OF THE JUDGMENTS OF DUBAI
COURTS BY ADGM COURTS

5.

The below procedures shall apply where the
subject of enforcement is situated within Abu
Dhabi Global Market (“ADGM”).

In order to be enforced by ADGM Courts, a
judgment of Dubai Courts must satisfy the
following conditions:

(a) the following executory formula is affixed on
the judgment:
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1 “Memoranda of composition” means a document recording the settlement of a claim reached by the parties before or after
commencement of proceedings and which has been approved or certified by the Courts, including settlement agreements.
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“The authorities and competent bodies
must proceed to execute this instrument
and to carry out the requirements thereof,
and they must give assistance in the
execution thereof even by force if so
requested.”; and

(b) itistranslated into English by a licensed legal
translator.

ADGM Courts shall enforce the judgments issued
by Dubai Courts based on an application directly
submitted by the judgment creditor to ADGM
Courts in accordance with the ADGM Court
Procedure Rules and ADGM Courts Practice
Directions.

If a judgment creditor registers a judgment issued
by Dubai Courts for enforcement at the Execution
Court of Dubai Courts, and such enforcement
requires actions or measures to be taken by ADGM
Courts, the judge of the Execution Court of Dubai
Courts may deputise an enforcement judge from
ADGM Courts pursuant to a letter indicating the
measures or the actions to be taken, enclosing the
following documents:

(a)  the judge of the Execution Court of Dubai
Courts’ order indicating the measures or the
actions to be taken;

(b)  acopy of the Dubai Courts’ judgment to be

enforced with the above executory formuta

affixed on it, and a translation of such
judgment into English by a legal translator;
and

a copy of the notice sent to the judgment
debtor of the Dubai Courts’ judgment to be
enforced.

When carrying out the enforcement procedures set
outin paragraphs 7 and 8, the enforcement judge of
ADGM Courts shall apply the enforcement
procedures set out in the ADGM Court Procedure
Rules without re-examining the merits of the
judgment of Dubai Courts.
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ENFORCEMENT OF THE JUDGMENTS OF ADGM
COURTS BY DUBAI COURTS

10.

11.

12,

13.

The below procedures shall apply where the
subject of enforcement is situated outside ADGM.

Inorderto be enforced by Dubai Courts, a judgment
of ADGM Courts must satisfy the following
conditions:

(@) the following executory formula is affixed on
the judgment:

“The authorities and competent bodies
must proceed to execute this instrument
and to carry out the requirements thereof,
and they must give assistance in the
execution thereof even by force if so
requested”; and

(b) itis translated into Arabic by a licensed legal
translator.

Dubai Courts shall enforce the judgments issued
by ADGM Courts based on an application directly
submitted by the judgment creditor to Dubai
Courts, subject to the applicable Dubai Courts
legal procedures.

If a judgment creditor registers a judgment issued
by ADGM Courts for enforcement at Dubai Courts,
and such enforcement requires measures or
actions to be taken by Dubai Courts, the
enforcementjudge of ADGM Courts may deputise a
judge of the Execution Court of Dubai Courts
pursuant to a letter addressed to the Execution
Court of Dubai Courts indicating the measures or
the actions to be taken, enclosing the following
documents:

(a) the ADGM Courts’ enforcement judge’s
order indicating the measures or
actions to be taken;

(b) acopyofthe ADGM Courts’ judgment to
be enforced with the above executory
formula affixed on it, and a translation

into Arabic by a licensed legal
translator; and
(C) a copy of the notice sent to the

judgment debtor about the ADGM
Courts’ judgment to be enforced.
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14.

When carrying out the enforcement procedures set
out in paragraphs 12 and 13, the judge of the
Execution Court of Dubai Courts shall apply the
enforcement procedures setout in Federal Law No.
(42) of 2022 without re-examining the merits of the
judgment of ADGM Courts.

MUTUAL OBLIGATIONS

15.

16.

17.

The Courts agree to:
(a) each assign an officer who will:

(i) laise and collaborate with the other
court’s officer to ensure that
enforcement action is not being
duplicated by the Courts in relation to
any judgment;

(i) assist judgment creditors  with

judgments that have been referred to

the other court for enforcement under
this MoU;

(b) keep and provide each other with all

information and statistics related to any

referrals and direct applications under this

MoU and the publication of such information

and statistics; and

(c) publishthis MoU in both Arabic and English on

their websites.

The Courts shall undertake all necessary measures
to achieve the implementation of this MoU.

The entering into of this MoU shall not create any
financial obligations, fees or expenses on either of
the Courts. Dubai Courts and ADGM Courts will
retain all fees they respectively receive from the
enforcement of judgments under this MoU or
otherwise.

COMMENCEMENT

18.

19.

This MoU shall come into force upon execution by
the Courts and shall continue until terminated by
the mutual agreement of the Courts.

No amendment to this MoU shall be valid unless it
is made in writing and is signed on behalf of both
Courts.
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CONTACTING DUBAI COURTS AND ADGM COURTS

20.

21.

Dubai Courts can be contacted by visiting the
website of Dubai Courts at http://www.dc.gov.ae

ADGM Courts can be contacted as follows:

(a) by visiting the website of ADGM Courts at
http://www.adgm,com; or

(b) byemail at enquiry@adgmcourts.com.
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This Memorandum of Understanding is made in two
copies, in Arabic and English; each party received one
copy to actupon it.

First Party: DUBAI COURTS

H.E. Dr Saif Ghanem Al Suwaidi
Managing Director of Dubai Courts

Second Party: ABU DHABI GLOBAL MARKET COURTS

L)O\‘\I\d( J‘(—v AR
Lord David Hope of Craighead KT
Chief Justice of Abu Dhabi Global Market Courts

N
Dated: lq, U“I\umr\:,‘ 23 2<
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