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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
RAS AL KHAIMAH COURTS
AND
ADGM COURTS

CONCERNING COOPERATION IN LEGAL
AND JUDICIAL MATTERS

PREAMBLE

A. Common Objective

Ras Al Khaimah Courts and Abu Dhabi Global
Market Courts (the “Parties”) form part of the
judicial system of the United Arab Emirates (“UAE”)
and acknowledge their role in and responsibility for
the administration of justice within the UAE. The
Parties share the common objective of developing
and maintaining accessible, modern, innovative and
effective judicial services that deliver timely,
impartial and transparent justice to litigants and
courts users in the UAE. In order to achieve this
common objective, the Parties understand the
importance of fostering a relationship of
cooperation between them to enable the exchange
of information, expertise, skills and resources in
legal and judicial matters for the development of
their courts, procedures, operations and services.
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B. Ras Al Khaimah Courts

The Ras Al Khaimah Courts Department is an
outstanding icon within the United Arab Emirates
judicial system. It accomplished major milestones in
its efforts to achieve justice and legal protection to
the various spectra of the Emirate community such
as investors and individuals. It targets achieving the
highest levels of satisfaction of those concerned.
Furthermore, it contributes to achieve the vision of
the government of Ras Al Khaimah striving for
providing a modern legislative structure, judicial
matrix and governance systems.

The Courts Department was founded in 1971 by
H.H. the late Sheikh Sagr bin Mohammad Al Qasimi.
Currently, the Courts Department comprises of
three courts; the Court of First Instance, Court of
Appeal, and Court of Cassation, in addition to an
organizational administrative that
manages and controls the entities.

structure

C. Abu Dhabi Global Market Courts

Abu Dhabi Global Market Courts (“ADGM Courts”)
form part of the judicial system of the UAE. They
are Courts that directly apply the common law of
England and Wales and were established by Abu
Dhabi Law No. (4) of 2013. They are comprised of a
Court of First Instance and a Court of Appeal. They
deal with civil and commercial cases and disputes
having a connection with Abu Dhabi Global Market
(“ADGM”) and any request which ADGM Courts
have the jurisdiction to consider under their
Regulations. They support the efficient
administration of a world class international
financial centre. ADGM Courts’ Judges are highly
experienced and respected and are drawn from the
most senior levels of the judiciary of the world’s
leading common law jurisdictions.
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D. Purpose of this Memorandum of
Understanding

The Parties decided to enter into this Memorandum
of Understanding (“MoU”) to set out the areas of
cooperation and collaboration in legal and judicial
matters, which will not only benefit their respective
judicial and non-judicial operations, but will also
serve to strengthen and enhance the local, regional
and international communities’ perception of and
confidence in the judicial institutions and system of
the UAE.

Clause (1)
Interpretation

The preamble to this MoU forms an integral part of
this MoU and shall be read and interpreted
accordingly.

Clause (2)
Areas of Cooperation and Collaboration

Technology in legal and judicial research fields

1. The Parties will exchange, share and discuss
information and research in relation to the use
of technology in the legal and judicial research
fields with the aim of using such information
and research for the continued development
and efficiency of their respective courts, and
particularly in the area of judicial decision and

legal research databases.
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Fees in civil and commercial disputes

The Parties will facilitate discussions regarding
the application of fees in cross-jurisdictional
civil and commercial disputes.

Judicial and court administration

The Parties will determine the forms of
cooperation and collaboration through which
information, expertise and skills will be

exchanged and shared to assist in the
development of:
(a)  judicial functions related to the

management and adjudication of cases
before their courts and all other matters
assigned to the judiciary by their
respective laws.

(b) the operations of their courts,
particularly relating to case
management, information management,
human resources and other aspects of
court administration.

Training of the judiciary, court officers and
support staff

The Parties will:

(a) share information, expertise and skills
relevant for the training of judges, court
officers and support staff.
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(b) set up joint knowledge programs to
enhance the expertise and skills of
judges, court officers and support staff in
order to maintain the Parties’ high
standards of court services and ensure
they are in line with international best

practices.

(c) exchange information and discuss
matters and issues relevant to the
development of the Parties’ human
resources.

Procedures for enforcement of judgments

The Parties will facilitate judicial cooperation
between them to develop and implement clear
and effective procedures for the reciprocal
enforcement of their judgments, decisions and
orders, including arbitral awards respectively
ratified or recognised by them.

The Parties will take all necessary measures,
including entering into a memorandum of
understanding to formalise the requirements
and procedures for the reciprocal enforcement
of their judgments, decisions and orders,
including arbitral awards ratified or recognised
by them, within their respective jurisdictions.

In furtherance of the understanding set out in
paragraphs (5) and (6):

(a) RAK Courts will ensure the application of
Articles 219 to 234 of Federal Law No.
(11) Concerning Civil Procedure to the
enforcement of judgments, decisions,
orders and ratified arbitral awards of
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ADGM Courts without re-examining the
substance of the dispute.

(b) ADGM Courts will ensure the application
of the enforcement procedures set out in
ADGM Court Procedure Rules to the
enforcement of judgments, decisions,
orders and recognised arbitral awards of
RAK Courts without re-examining the

substance of the dispute.

Electronic court services and information
technology

The Parties will:

information,

(a)

exchange and discuss
expertise and skills.

(b) explore new and innovative ideas and
concepts in relation to the applications

of state-of-the-art technology.

(c) seek enhancements and improvements

in the field of electronic court case
management and continuous electronic
exchange of information and court technology
to develop enhanced and streamlined services
that are accessible, efficient and fair to litigants

and court users.
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The Parties will exchange information and
research in the fields of electronic court
services and information technology for the
purpose of ensuring the reciprocal
enforcement of their judgments, decisions and
orders, and arbitral awards respectively ratified
or recognised by them, in a streamlined and
expeditious manner.

Promoting community awareness
The Parties will cooperate and collaborate on
joint programs and initiatives aimed at

enhancing community perception, awareness
and understanding of the:

(a) Parties’ joint efforts under this MoU.

(b) Parties’ respective procedures, judiciary
and court operations.

(c) effectiveness, efficiency and
transparency of their respective judicial
services.

(d) judicial system of the Parties.

Matters of common interest
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Clause (3)

Cooperation Committee

12. The Parties will form a cooperation committee

13.

14.

that will endeavour to meet at least once every
three months or as necessary in order to:

(a) exchange relevant information
concerning any developments that take
place in either party’s regulations, laws,
procedures, administration, methods of
operation and services.

(b) consider and discuss topics of common
interest,  provision of  technical
assistance, cooperation and exchange of
information and training as set out under
this MoU.

() consult on ways to improve the
operations of and resolve any issues that
may arise from this MoU.

Clause (4)
Mutual Obligations
The Parties will undertake all

measures to achieve the
implementation of this MoU.

necessary
successful

The Parties agree that any confidential
information received during the term of this
MoU will remain strictly confidential and will
not be disclosed by either party without the
prior written consent of the other party.
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The Parties agree to publish this MoU in both
English and Arabic on their websites.

This MoU does not create any financial
obligations on the Parties. The costs of any
cooperative activities under this MoU will be
funded as mutually determined by the Parties.

This MoU is a statement of intent and does not
modify or supersede any laws or regulatory
requirements in force in the UAE, Ras Al
Khaimah or ADGM.

Clause (5)
Commencement and Amendment

This MoU will come into force upon its
signature by the authorised representative of
each of the Parties and will continue until
terminated by the mutual agreement of the
Parties.

The termination of this MoU will not prejudice
the completion of any ongoing projects or
activities under this MoU.

No amendment to this MoU will be valid unless
it is made in writing and is signed by the
authorised representative of each of the
Parties and will form part of this MoU, and such
amendment will come into effect on such a
date as may be determined by the Parties.
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Clause (6) (6) +i
Contact Information Juaiy) clily
Further information about RAK Courts can be o Slasbeall e 2 5 é‘; JJ““J\ S 21
obtained by: tot e DDA e dadl) il ) aSlaa

(a) visiting the website of the RAK Courts at U“‘{ V‘S\A‘d @}j\ﬁ}!\ @}d\ 3k (\)
www.courts.rak.ae; or s swww.courts.rak.ae daall

(b) contacting RAK Courts: Al i) oSl Jua¥) (@)

(i) atP.O.Box 10, Government of Ras ol }0 ‘—’U" é‘; (1)
Al Khaimah, Ras Al Khaimah, UAE; dadll ul ) ddaddl il
asiall dy el ey

(i) bytelephoneat+97172070111. Al o <l daln  (2)
49717 2070111

(iii) by email at info@courts.rak.ae. e L;'.’J):‘SW\ 2 A 3)
info@courts.rak.ae

Further information about ADGM Courts can be JP ‘L’t“‘ﬁu‘ G D e LAQ dﬁﬁ“‘ﬂ\ Sy 22
obtained by: toh b DA e alladl s gl (3 g aSlaa

(a) visiting the website of ADGM Courts at B ?Su Cﬁ"’ﬁ)‘gy‘ Cj}“‘d\ k) (‘)

www.adgm.com; or swww.adgm.com L;_Abd\ @Lﬁi
Sl

(b) contacting ADGM Courts Registry: By pSaal Janndil) iy ‘JL“’N\ (<)
;‘_fdbd\ ‘;\L}a\

() by telephoneat+07123338888) A o el dbauls (1)
+971 2 333 8976; or 8976 /+971 2 333 8888

S ¢4971 2333

(i) by email at e S A 35’_)*” b (2)
adgmcourtsenquiry@adgm.com adgmcourtsenquiry@adgm
.com
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This Memorandum of Understanding is made in two Al oaisllly i (ot 0 ?AM\ 88 &y s
copies, in Arabic and English; each party received one Jexdl Baal g 4d E—U-La Js a-\:\ub ‘4-,\)4-\3-'}”)

copy to act upon it. [PREGPY

First Party: RAS AL KHAIMAH COURTS dadl) (il ) pSlaa :J gY) i shall

Chancellor Ahmed Mohammed Al Khatri @bl Leas daal Ll

Chairman of RAK Courts Department Aadlf (uly pSlaa B s (i
Second Party: ABU DHABI GLOBAL MARKET COURTS adladl (ol gl (8 gan aSlaca 1 AN i plall
_— ‘ . %
{10 e

Ahmed Ali Al Sayegh . MARKET flall o eal
LOBAL
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Lord David Hope of Craighead KT A4S gy S gl qugh 2adpa 3 0l

Chief Justice of Abu Dhabi Global Market C JUA P N S g YRS PO

Dated: 16 November 2017 YoV edgh V1l
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